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By way of introductio~ I a tWE'1e'~U:!1Dlt<11 
1972, the federal courts took ~hllf9t'• JAL'-· -~---L ......... ..n~ruse 
unconstitutional conditions. 

with all the problems 
· tions throughout. 

v · ght and the lawsuit 
.l'\WW>JI County Jail was 

I am writing you to express my concerns about the FCC's consideration of inmate telephone 
charges. I maintain that the telephone revenue was absolutely key to Marion County and our 
ability to fight for, and eventually obtain constitutional conditions and Ultimately, A.C.A. 
accreditation. Ip Iµdiana, our General Assembly has wisely looked at fie issue of inmate 
telepho_nes and ~~J.c: 5~2f ~2.3~.' Jn .. additio~ tbCl~lature has~ a specific statute 
concerning the use of those funds ror dq)artmenta1 bette~.specifi~y LC. 36-8-10-21. A 
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Additionally, our appellate courts have considered challenges to our statuto~ provisions and 

rejected them out of hand. See Alexander v. Marion County Sheriff, 891 N fE.2d 87 (Ind. Ct. 

App. 2008). Thus, in Indiana, we have a judicially approved statutory sc~ that allows 

Sheriffs to utilize telephone monies to operate and maintain jails in accord 'fith high standards. 
Obviously, the accreditation by ACA, as well as the accreditation by the N~onal Commission 

on Correctional Healthcare (NCCHC) directly benefits inmates and, b', their families. 
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·~·--.. Jail. Costs 

In Marion County, the inma It is'. closely linked to our 

. Offender Management Sys a Safer and more secure 
fashion. It is linked to our m for providing for 
Jail Visitation. Th~ too ~~· ~ quick access to solve 

. .t ,. 

crimes based upon the J · ' · and their 

identification marks, · ntal in tracking and 

assessing gang acti · .,,in arion County. Thus, the inmate telepho helps keep our 

streets safe. However, · g ever mindful of the families of the · ~ have made great 

strides to allow easy access for them to deposit funds through kiosks or over the web, which 

actually reduces their costs and time commitment 
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Furthermore, we are working with the telephone vendor to pipvide additional opportunities to the 
inmates. Obviously, we could restrict inmate communication to Jail visits and written letters. 
However, in addition to telephone communication, we are investigating the possible inmate use 
of emails and texting. Furthermore, we are consideriµg electronic games atjd other devices 
which would allow inmates more opportunity for diversion. "An idle mind~s the devil's 
workshop," and we have foiled major escape attempts over the last few yeafs. It takes time and 
money to de"Velop these options for the inmates and their families, but the 1lephone monies 
allow us to move forward. J 

In my view, ~ll&llia 
get cqtJ!fPii~U:mL.tllim~kl.SJiMI~ .Illa..~ 

in la~~~~l'llll!itf,~~ 
of the telep 

cc: Congressman Andre Carson 
Senator Joe Donnelly 
Steve Luce, Indiana Sheriffs' Association 
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